
CITY OF MOUNT DORA, FLORIDA 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
December 19, 2023, 6:00 p.m. 
Mount Dora City Hall 
510 N. Baker St., Mount Dora, FL  32757 

CALL TO ORDER  
Having been duly advertised as required by law, at 6:00 p.m., Mayor Crissy Stile called to order 
the Regular Session of City Council in the Mount Dora City Hall Council Chambers.  

MOMENT OF SILENCE & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
A moment of silence and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag were led by Councilmember Cataldo. 
ROLL CALL  
Members Present             Also Present
Crissy Stile, Mayor         Patrick C. Comiskey, City Manager
Marc Crail, Vice-mayor  Patrick Brackins, City Attorney
John Cataldo, District 1  Jeanann Hand, City Clerk  
Cal Rolfson, District 2
Dennis Dawson, District 3   
Nate Walker, District 5   
Doug Bryant, At-large    

PRESENTATIONS 

Mayor Stile shared information about the Mount Dora Half Marathon and 5K that had
taken place the prior weekend.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mayor Stile opened public comment. 

Reverend Bobby Rowe, 1641 Montclair Court, spoke about the North East Community 
Christmas party the prior weekend, and the Unity Walk which will take place next month. 

Christine King-Harris, 402 Jackson Avenue, spoke about the turnout for Wreaths Across 
America. 

Mayor Stile closed public comment. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 



MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER ROLFSON TO APPROVE THE AGENDA; 
COUNCILMEMBER WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION PASSED WITH A 
UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE. 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

Councilmembers announced their proposed appointments and reappointments.
Councilmember Cataldo proposed to reappoint Andrea Lother to the Library Advisory Board, 
Patricia Huizing to the CRA Advisory Board, Lillie Taylor to the North East CRA Advisory 
Board, Suzanne Scheck to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, James Homich to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission, and John Wesner to the Public Arts Commission. 
Councilmember Cataldo proposed to appoint Amber Perretti to the Library Advisory Board. 
Councilmember Rolfson proposed to reappoint Thomas Decker to the Public Arts Commission 
and proposed to appoint Laura Busch to the Library Advisory Board. 
Vice-mayor Crail proposed to reappoint Kathleen Benjamin to the Historic Preservation Board, 
William Lowery to the Library Advisory Board, Stevie Harley to the North East CRA Advisory 
Board, and Maryann McNamara to the Public Arts Commission. Vice-mayor Crail proposed to 
appoint Harris Turner to the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
Councilmember Walker proposed to reappoint Robert Gordon to the Historic Preservation 
Board, Janet Manchon to the Library Advisory Board, Roselyn Harris to the North East CRA
Advisory Board, William Larkin to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, and Kay Volmar
to the Public Arts Commission. 
Mayor Stile proposed to reappoint Akhtar Hussain to the CRA Advisory Committee, Det Joks 
to the Historic Preservation Board, Rona Rowe to the North East CRA Advisory Board, and 
Kris Haukoos to the Planning and Zoning Commission. Mayor Stile proposed to appoint Cathy 
Gillespie to the Library Advisory Board, Karla Rainer to the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board, and Susan Gieger to the Public Arts Commission 

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER ROLFSON TO APPROVE ALL APPOINTMENTS 
AND REAPPOINTMENTS; COUNCILMEMBER WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION. 
MOTION PASSED WITH A UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE. 

CONSENT AGENDA
1. Request Approval of Amendment 5 to the Solid Waste Agreement between the City of

Mount Dora and Waste Management, Inc. of Florida
2. Request Approval of Equipment Lease with Seminole Office Solutions for Police Property

and Evidence Copier and Authorize the City Manager to Sign Any Lease Agreement as
Applicable

3. Request Approval of Task Authorization with RCM Utilities to Replace Contact Chamber
Control Valves at WWTP#1

4. Request Approval of Task Authorization with Faden Builders, Inc. for Retaining Wall
Construction and Removal of a Derelict Tank at WWTP#2
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5. Request Approval of Task Authorization with Halff, Inc. to Design Forres Park Parking Lot
and Drainage Improvements to Mitigate Flooding on 9th Avenue at Forres Park

6. Request Approval of Task Authorization with Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. for
Professional Service Required by FDEP Consent Order

7. Request Approval of Capital Replacement of Firefighter Personal Protective Equipment
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WALKER TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA;

COUNCILMEMBER ROLFSON SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION PASSED WITH A 
UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE. 

ACTION ITEMS 

Electric Utility Director Steve Langley introduced Jeremy Cox from Ajax, who presented slides
(attached to the minutes as Exhibit A). Groundbreaking should happen within the next couple of
months.   

Public Works Director George Marek confirmed the roundabout is still planned for Grandview. 
Mr. Comiskey spoke about the project’s budget, and about financing the project. Mayor Stile
suggested the City confirm funding methods before beginning the project. Council expressed
concerns about using City reserves in order to fund the project. Council requested more discussion
take place regarding financing the project. Councilmembers favored a work session to discuss
financing options. Six million dollars is the amount the City would be lending to itself from its
reserves. Interest rates were considered.

Mayor Stile opened public comment.  

Christine King Harris spoke about funding from reserves. 

 Robert Gordon, 601 East First Avenue, nquired about the pricing of the project and was told it 
is a firm fixed price.   

Mayor Stile closed public comment. 

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER ROLFSON TO APPROVE AMENDMENT 1 TO THE 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK (CMAR) AGREEMENT WITH AJAX BUILDING 
COMPANY, LLC FOR ACCEPTANCE OF GUARANTEED MAXIMUM PRICE (GMP) FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE MOUNT DORA PUBLIC WORKS FACILITY; 
COUNCILMEMBER DA

YES  Rolfson
  Dawson 
  Cataldo 
  Walker 
  Bryant
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  Stile 
NO   None 

Finance Director Rita Meade spoke about the Milestone agreement and its benefits. Milestone
offers technical expertise regarding pension liability or other services the City may need.

Mayor Stile opened public comment. No one spoke. Mayor Stile closed public comment. 

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WALKER TO APPROVE THE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF MOUNT DORA AND MILESTONE PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES, INC. FOR FINANCIAL REPORTING SERVICES; VICE-MAYOR CRAIL 
SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION PASSED WITH A 7-0 ROLL CALL VOTE. 
YES  Walker 

  Crail 
  Cataldo 
  Rolfson 
  Dawson 
  Bryant 
  Stile 
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YES  Crail 
  Bryant 
  Cataldo 
  Rolfson 
  Dawson 
  Walker 
  Stile 

NO   None 

Library Director Cathy Lunday pointed out that Philip Rapalje from Faden is present to answer 
any questions. She spoke  the history of work and planning  this 
project, and of the different teams involved.  

Council asked about maintenance. Volunteers have been working the last Saturday of every 
month and would contribute to maintenance.  A part time cemetery staffer may be promoted to 
full time with the additional duties of working the preserve. Councilmembers spoke in favor of 
the project.   

Mayor Stile opened public comment. No one spoke. Mayor Stile closed public comment. 

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER ROLFSON TO APPROVE THE TASK
AUTHORIZATION/GUARANTEED MAXIMUM PRICE FOR CMAR SERVICES FOR 
FOREST PRESERVE; COUNCILMEMBER CATALDO SECONDED THE MOTION.
MOTION PASSED WITH A 7-0 ROLL CALL VOTE.
YES  Rolfson 

  Cataldo 
  Dawson 
  Walker 
  Bryant 
  Crail 

NO   None 

Mr. Comiskey spoke about the proposed meeting dates. Council spoke in support of the
proposed meeting dates, with the exception of the proposed omission of the November 5,
2024 meeting date. Council would like to meet on that date, which is Election Day.

Mayor Stile opened public comment. No one spoke. Mayor Stile closed public comment. 

MOTION BY VICE-MAYOR CRAIL TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED 2024 CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR SESSION MEETING DATES, WITH NOVEMBER 5, 2024 
INCLUDED 
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COUNCILMEMBER WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION PASSED WITH 
A 7-0 ROLL CALL VOTE. 

YES  Crail 
  Walker 
  Cataldo 
  Rolfson 
  Dawson 
  Bryant 
  Stile 

NO   None  

PUBLIC HEARINGS - RESOLUTIONS/ORDINANCES 

 City Attorney Brackins read Resolution No. 2023-62 by title only.

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-62 (CITY) 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MOUNT DORA, FLORIDA, APPROVING AN 
AMENDMENT TO THE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF MOUNT DORA 
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
EXECUTE SAID INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTING 
ACTIONS; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; 
PROVIDING FOR SCRIVENER’S ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Deputy Planning Director Adam Sumner explained the reason the resolution is before Council. This 
is to formalize community policing provided by the City to the CRA. Staff recommends adoption.  

Mayor Stile opened public comment.  No one spoke. Mayor Stile closed public comment. 

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER ROLFSON TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2023-62 
(CRA), AMENDMENT 1 TO CRA INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
MOUNT DORA AND THE MOUNT DORA COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY; 
COUNCILMEMBER DAWSON SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION PASSED WITH A 
7-0 ROLL CALL VOTE.

YES  Rolfson
  Dawson 
  Cataldo 
  Walker 
  Bryant 
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  Crail 
  Stile 

NO   None  

City Attorney Brackins read Resolution No. 2023-63 by title only. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-63 (CITY) 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MOUNT DORA, APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO 
THE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF MOUNT DORA NORTHEAST 
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
EXECUTE SAID AMENDMENT; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTING ACTIONS; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SCRIVENER’S ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Deputy Planning Director Adam Sumner explained the reason the resolution is before the Council. 
It is the same formalization of community policing as the prior item, but for the North East CRA. 
Staff recommends adoption.  

Mayor Stile opened public comment. No one spoke. Mayor Stile closed public comment.    

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WALKER TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2023-63, 
AMENDMENT 1 TO NORTH EAST CRA INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
CITY OF MOUNT DORA AND THE MOUNT DORA NORTH EAST COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY; COUNCILMEMBER CATALDO SECONDED THE 
MOTION. MOTION PASSED WITH A 7-0 ROLL CALL VOTE. 

YES  Walker 
  Cataldo 
  Rolfson 
  Dawson 
  Bryant 
  Crail 
  Stile 

NO   None  

City Attorney Brackins read Resolution No. 2023-58 by title only. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2023-58 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MOUNT DORA, FLORIDA, PERTAINING TO THE 
MASTER FEE SCHEDULE FOR THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS 
AND INTENT; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF PRIOR FEE RESOLUTION; PROVIDING 
FOR APPROVAL OF MASTER FEE SCHEDULE; PROVIDING THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR 
SCRIVENER’S ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Budget Director Aneta Barton explained the reason the resolution is before Council. The Master 
Fee Schedule is updated annually. The fees will go into effect January 2024. Differences 
in amounts, including increases over the past year’s rates were discussed. Council agreed the 
customer should not be responsible for the cost of testing a defective meter, since the City 
owns the meter. Mr. Comiskey agreed the fee should be refunded if the meter is found to be 
defective. The prepaid $165 will be refunded if the meter is found to be defective. That change 
would be made to the presented fee schedule. 

Mayor Stile opened public comment. No one spoke. Mayor Stile closed public comment.  

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WALKER TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2023-58, 
APPROVING THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE; COUNCILMEMBER CATALDO 
SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION PASSED WITH A 7-0 ROLL CALL VOTE. 

YES  Walker 
          Cataldo 
          Rolfson 
          Dawson 
          Bryant 
          Crail 
          Stile 
NO    None   

 Mr. Brackins read Resolution No. 2023-66 by title only. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-66 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MOUNT DORA, FLORIDA, PERTAINING TO JULY 5th 
AND NOVEMBER 5  AS OFFICIAL PAID HOLIDAYS IN 2024; PROVIDING FOR 
LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT; PROVIDING FOR APPROVAL OF JULY 5, 2024, 
AND NOVEMBER 5, 2024 AS OFFICIAL PAID HOLIDAYS; PROVIDING FOR THE 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SCRIVENER'S ERRORS, PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

Council discussed setting Election Day as a holiday. 

Mayor Stile opened public comment. No one spoke. Mayor Stile closed public comment.  

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WALKER TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2023-66, 
ADDING FRIDAY, JULY 5, 2024, AND TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2024 TO THE CITY'S 
OBSERVED HOLIDAY SCHEDULE; COUNCILMEMBER DAWSON SECONDED THE 
MOTION. MOTION FAILED WITH A 3-4 ROLL CALL VOTE. 

YES  Walker 
          Dawson 
          Rolfson 
NO    Cataldo 
          Walker 
          Crail 
          Stile 

Mr. Brackins read Resolution No. 2023-67 by title only. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-67 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MOUNT DORA, FLORIDA, PERTAINING TO 
EMPLOYEE PAY GRADE CLASSIFICATIONS; PROVIDING FOR LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS 
AND INTENT; PROVIDING FOR APPROVAL OF THE 2023-2024 GENERAL EMPLOYEE 
PAY GRADE CLASSIFICATION PLAN AMENDMENT; PROVIDING FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS; PROVIDING FOR SCRIVENER'S 
ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Mr. Comiskey explained the reason for this resolution, which would shore up the pay for employees 
who were outside of the scope for the last pay raise. Affected employees will receive back pay to 
October 1, 2023. Staff has taken measures to ensure this will not need to be done next year. This 
action will not impact taxes.  

Council expressed appreciation for this resolution. 
Mayor Stile opened public comment. No one spoke. Mayor Stile closed public comment. 

MOTION BY VICE-MAYOR CRAIL TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2023-67, EMPLOYEE 
PAY GRADE CLASSIFICATIONS AMENDED; COUNCILMEMBER CATALDO SECONDED 
THE MOTION. MOTION PASSED WITH A 7-0 ROLL CALL VOTE. 
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YES   Crail 
          Cataldo 
          Rolfson 
          Dawson 
          Walker 
          Bryant 
          Stile 

NO    None   

Mr. Brackins read Resolution No. 2023-68 by title only. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-68 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MOUNT DORA, FLORIDA, PERTAINING TO THE 
OFFICIAL NAME OF THE MOUNT DORA COMMUNITY BUILDING LOCATED AT 520 
NORTH BAKER STREET; PROVIDING FOR LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT; 
PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
SCRIVENER'S ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Mr. Comiskey explained the reason this resolution was brought before Council. He stated that this 
resolution clarifies the identities of the Community Building and the Music Hall. Vice-mayor Crail 
acknowledged the impact of branding the Music Hall and wanted to ensure the Music Hall would 
remain the Mount Dora Music Hall. Councilmembers question the need for this resolution. Council 
recognized the importance of the building name and of the Music Hall's identity. Council discussed the 
requirement for vendors to advertise the venue properly.    

Vice-mayor Crail spoke about the signage changes that had been proposed. Cultural and Special 
Events Manager Chris Carson confirmed the signage mentioned by Vice-mayor Crail had been 
approved. Councilmember Bryant spoke for integration of the two signs, stylistically. Planning 
Director Vince Sandersfeld spoke about the planned ordinance reading in January for the building's 
designation as a historic building. Council members asked for clarification regarding the benefits of 
the historic designation. Mr. Sandersfeld explained the designation enhances the scrutiny of the site. 
Council questioned whether these extra steps were necessary, and whether the historic designation is 
necessary at the cost of limiting the ability to market the facility. The decision for historical status is 
entirely local.  Changes cannot be made once the site in nominated. The Historic Preservation 
Board is in favor of the nomination. Council asked to hear from staff.  

Mr. Carson spoke about the reasons for designating the auditorium the Music Hall.   

Mayor Stile opened public comment.  
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Adrian Coombes, 408 West Ninth Avenue, spoke about the facility name being misrepresented in 
promotion and advertising, and of the goals of the Historic Preservation Board.   

Robert Gordon, 601 East First Avenue, spoke about signage. 

Mayor Stile closed public comment.  

Councilmembers discussed the purpose of the resolution. They mentioned that Resolution 2022-21 
clearly indicates the name of the Community Building, and discussed the difference between the 
building name and the name of the auditorium within the Community Building. They discussed 
whether actions need to be taken to ensure vendors use the proper name. They conjectured this can 
be done through agreements. The name should not adversely affect audio spots for events at the 
venue. Adding "historic" to the name of the building actually changes the name of the building.   

DISCUSSION ITEM 

Mr. Brackins distributed a draft of a resolution based on the November 21, 2023 presentation
regarding the Wolf Branch sinkhole basin. The draft resolution is attached to the minutes as Exhibit
B.

Page two under sections two and three holds the most substantive portion of the resolution. Mr. 
Brackins would seek clarification as to whether the “whereas” clauses are accurate.  

Mr.  Brackins hoped to bring the revised resolution back at the first or second meeting in January. 

Vice-mayor Crail expressed concern that the resolution may inhibit developers from choosing land 
inside the City limits. Levels of conservation were set by the City’s comprehensive plan.  

Kenneth Groves and Richard Hurley, the residents who delivered the presentation on November 21st, 
stepped forward to answer questions. The importance of keeping the wetlands contaminant-free was 
discussed.  

The Saint Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD) will make the decision on whether 
to designate the area critical wetlands. The cooperation of the county was discussed. The wetlands 
are in the ity and ounty. There is a possibility for a joint resolution with the county. Mr. 
Groves and Mr. Hurley were tasked with clarifying terms in the resolution.  

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 
Mr. Comiskey asked Mr. Hurley to update Council on the County Club golf course.  The owner of 
the land is selling her property to Great Life Golf.  The sale is to take place mid-February. Restrictive 
covenants will be negotiated. The homeowners association has first right of refusal if the golf course 
goes out of business.  Councilmember Rolfson mentioned the assessment upon the homeowners. 
The course will remain a publicly-accessible golf course.   
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