
 
 
 

City of Mount Dora
W.T. Bland Public Library

1995 N. Donnelly St.
Mount Dora, FL 32757

352-735-7180
E-mail: library@cityofmountdora.com

W.T. BLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BOARD MEETING 

Community Room, W.T. Bland Public Library, 1995 N. Baker Street, Mount Dora, FL 32757 
August 8, 2022 at 5:00 PM 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
I. Call to Order 
    
II. Roll Call 
    
III. Approval of Minutes 
    

     A. July 11, 2022 Library Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 
      

IV. Public Comment 
    
V. Presentations 
    
VI. Library Manager's Report 
    
VII. Action Items 
    
VIII. Discussion Items 
    

     A. Library Nonprofit Support 
      

IX. Future Meeting Dates 
    
X. Adjournment 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTICE: Please note that, for purposes of Section 286.011, Florida Statutes, two or more members of the City Council may be 
present at this meeting, and this meeting may be considered a City Council meeting.  
 

NOTICE: If any person decides to appeal any decisions at this meeting with respect to any matter considered, such person may 
need a record of these proceedings. For such purpose, a person may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  
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NOTICE: In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodations to 
participate in this proceeding should contact LaJun Garry no later than seven (7) days prior to the proceedings. Telephone (352) 
735-7180 ext. 3101. for assistance. If hearing impaired, telephone the Florida Relay Service numbers (800) 955-8771 (TDD) or 
(800) 955-8770 (Voice) for assistance.  
 

If you have any comments or question regarding the contents of this agenda packet, please call LaJun Garry at 
(352) 735-7180 ext. 3101.



 
 
 
 

City of Mount Dora 
W. T. Bland Public Library 

1995 N. Donnelly St. 
Mount Dora, FL 32757 

352-735-7180 
Fax: 352-735-0074 

E-mail: library@cityofmountdora.com 

      W. T. BLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 
W.T. Bland Public Library, 1995 N. Donnelly Street, Mount Dora, FL 32757 

Monday, July 11 2022 - 5:00 p.m.  
 

MINUTES 
 

 
PRESENT: Cathy Gillespie (Chair), Helen Cutshaw, Yiris Rivera, Janet Manchon, 

Carolyn Fountain (Joined the meeting @ 5:06pm) 
 
ABSENT:  Ellen August and William Lowery (Co-chair) 
 
CITY STAFF:              Cathy Lunday-Library Manager and LaJun Garry-Administrative 

Assistant 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:   Robert Cooper 
 
I. Call to Order 

Ms. Gillespie called the meeting to order at 5:03p.m.  
 
II. Roll Call  
 
III. A. Approval of Amended Minutes for May 9, 2022 

MOTION by Ms. Cutshaw SECONDED by Ms. Rivera to approve amended 
minutes from May 9, 2022. 

 
AYE:  Gillespie, Cutshaw, Rivera, Manchon 
 
NAY: None 
 
MOTIONED CARRIED  4-0 
 
B. Approval of Minutes for June 13, 2022 
MOTION by Ms. Rivera SECONDED by Ms. Manchon to approve minutes from 
June 13, 2022. 

 
AYE:  Gillespie, Cutshaw, Rivera, Manchon 
 
NAY: None 
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MOTIONED CARRIED  4-0 

 
IV. Public Comment 
 None 
 
V. Presentations 

Forest Preserve Update 
The preliminary environmental site assessment has been completed with a complete 
review of the flora and fauna contained within the tract.  A gopher tortoise burrow survey 
was conducted and no burrows were observed. A trail assessment study is underway, 
with completion expected in the month of September 2022 
The plans will not include the following: 

1. Bathrooms. 
2. Playground equipment, 
3. Picnic tables.  
4. Rental pavilions. 
5. Pavilions with roofs, walls or floors. 
6. New trails. 

 
It is proposed that Forest Preserve will have the following; 

1. Two entry kiosks. 
2. Bypass trail to divert the walking trail that terminates at Suzanne Drive. 
3. ADA - accessible boardwalk. 
4. Connect Butterfly Garden to a new entry kiosk. 
5. Permeable parking across the street from the Library. 

 
Friends of the Mount Dora Library has made a commitment of $10,000 for a story walk. 
County has agreed to let us use their interpretative signage. 
Library Director plans to present Forest Preserve update to Parks & Recreation Advisory 
Board at their board meeting. 

 Books 
The Library Director asked the board to review three books - The Everybody Book by 
Rachel Simon, Power of the Princess by Vita Murrow and My Shadow is Purple by Scott 
Stuart. 
 

VI. Library Manager’s Report 
Ms. Lunday shared: 

• This is the Library’s fourteenth month in a row being second busiest library in 
overall circulation in Lake County.  Eight percent increase over last year. 

• Attended City council  2022-23 budget approval workshop in which the following 
projects were presented and  reviewed : 

 Library Collection $93,000 (annual). 
 Library Shelving Expansion $61,595 (new). 
 Manga and DAD Shelving Expansion $38,485 (new). 
 Forest Preserve Site Plan $40,000. 
 Simpson Farmhouse Renovation $100,000 (pending grant). 
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 Simpson Farmhouse Expansion $15,000 (new). 
 

VII. Action Items 
None 

 
VIII. Discussion Items 

Library Policy Review 
The Library’s Confidentiality Policy was reviewed (approved by City Council in March 
2018).  The Library’s Confidentiality Policy mirrors that of the Florida Statute 257.261 
Library Confidentiality which requires confidential handling of all patron circulation 
records.  
 

IX. Future Meeting Date 
1. August 8, 2022 – Ms. Fountain informed board that she will not be present at this 

meeting. 
 

IX. Adjournment 
MOTION by Ms. Manchon, SECONDED by Ms. Cutshaw to adjourn the July 11, 
2022 meeting. 

 
AYE:  Gillespie, Cutshaw, Rivera, Manchon, Fountain 
 
NAY: None 
 
MOTIONED CARRIED  5-0 

 
Meeting adjourned. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________   _____________________________ 
Cathy Gillespie, Chair           Cathy Lunday, Director 
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City of Mount Dora
W.T. Bland Public Library

1995 N. Donnelly St.
Mount Dora, FL 32757

352-735-7180
E-mail: library@cityofmountdora.com

    
DATE: August 8, 2022 
    
TO: Library Advisory Board Members 
    
FROM: Cathy Lunday, Library Director   
    
SUBJECT: Library Nonprofit Support 
     
  
Introduction: 
The Library enjoys generous support from three nonprofit organizations based in Mount Dora: 
the GFWC Mount Dora Woman's Club, the Friends of the Library and the Mount Dora Library 
Association. 
  
Discussion: 
Public libraries have traditionally been supported by nonprofit friends groups - Friends of the 
Library - throughout this country. Friends groups typically sponsor programming, supplies and 
other non-essential items that civic entities prefer not to use tax and millage-generated money to 
fund. This includes performer's fees, story time supplies, program refreshments and giveaway 
items. The average public library has a friends group, which might run a used book store, hold 
used book sales and produce other recurring fundraising events in order to sponsor the library's 
events and programs. 
 
For the W.T. Bland Public Library, there are now three supporting nonprofits and they each 
have fairly delineated roles: 
 
GFWC Mount Dora Woman's Club (GFWC) - EXHIBIT #1 
This organization has been closely aligned with the library since its earliest years, when in 1919 
the newly founded Woman's Club agreed to assume management of the library. That leadership 
transitioned to city governance in the late 1960s/early 1970s. Since then the GFWC's financial 
sponsorship has evolved to several thousand dollars a year, as a partner in the library's donated 
book/resale operation. 
 
Friends of the Library (FOL) - EXHIBIT #2 
Formed in 1970, the FOL has typically funded all the children's programming, including new 



   Page 2 

book giveaways, story time supplies, costumes and performers' fees. In addition, FOL board 
members routinely volunteer to help produce children's events, such as the annual Easter Egg 
Hunt, Halloween Costume Parade and Christmas Tree Lighting. The FOL uses the proceeds 
from its used book resale shop inside the Library as the mainstay of its fundraising efforts. In 
2018, the FOL made its biggest donation to-date, with $62,000 going toward the Children's 
Library Remodel project (completed in 2019). 
 
Mount Dora Library Association (MDLA) - EXHIBIT #3 
Also formed in 1970, the MDLA was initially created to help fund the new library building 
(present location). Over the years, the MDLA has funded many big ticket projects (over 
$100,000 each), such as the donation of the restored Simpson Farmhouse to the city in 2008, the 
creation and completion of the Nunan Butterfly Garden in 2017 and the remodeling of the 
Children's Library in 2019. In addition, the MDLA has a history of funding capital 
improvements when city funds were unavailable, such as the automatic entry doors, lighting in 
the cathedral ceiling, new adult furniture and new Young Adult furniture. In addition, the 
MDLA routinely sponsors all adult programming, including performers' fees, contest prizes and 
programming supplies. 
 
The Library Director works closely with the boards and leadership of all three groups in order to 
determine projects and improvements that meet both the City and each organization's missions. 
  
Budget Impact: 
Anticipated 2022-23 financial support from the three nonprofits is projected to be: 

 $6,000 - GFWC Mount Dora Woman's Club 
 $15,100 - Friends of the Library 
 $20,000 - Mount Dora Library Association 

 
In addition to the nonprofits' donations, other individuals and groups continue to donate to the 
library and fund smaller initiatives, including the Mount Dora Community Trust, regular library 
patrons and anonymous donors. 
  
Strategic Impact: 
In total, these groups have a combined 207 years of enthusiastic support for Mount Dora's public 
library. Their continued strong financial support of the library's mission and programs provides 
a remarkable benefit to the greater Mount Dora community and enhances the City's economic 
development. 
  
Recommendation None needed. 
  
Attachment(s): 
1. EXHIBIT #1 - GFWC Mount Dora Woman's Club 
2. EXHIBIT #2 - Friends of the Library 
3. EXHIBIT #3 - Mount Dora Library Association  
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Prepared by: Cathy Lunday, Library Director 
Reviewed by: Cathy Lunday, Library Director Final Approval - 8/2/2022 
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